






  





Lehrstuhl-InhaberinnenBauingenieur Architekt*innen Stadt-/Regional-
planner*innen

Büroinhaber*innen
Civil engineer Architects

Gebäudetechnik-
ingenieur

Mechanical engineer City and / or regional planners

Office owners Professors

VorstandsmitgliederSchweizer*Innen Italienerin Deutsche Nigerianisch
Swiss   Italian

Spanierin
Spanish Germans Nigerian Board members



  





















Revitalisierung des Klosters der 
Kathedralbasilika San Salvador in Oviedo

ARCHITEKTEN :
MARTINEZ DEL RIO & ABASOLO



Oviedo is the capital city of the
Principality of Asturias in northern Spain
and the administrative and commercial
centre of the region. It is also the name
of the municipality that contains the city. 
Oviedo is located approximately 20 km 
south of neighbouring cities Gijón
and Avilés. Its proximity to the ocean
causes Oviedo to have a maritime
climate, in spite of it not being located
on the shoreline itself.
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DIE STADT



Oviedo city counts with around 220.000 
Inhabitants. It holds number 21 of the
most occupied municipalities of Spain
and is placed in the metropolitan area of 
Asturias, which counts with around
860.000 inhabitants.

Its name comes from the latin “urbs
vetus” which means “old town” and 
evolved into the word “Oviedo” with
time. 
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The structure of the old city, from celtic
origins,  is planned around a big green
area, called The San Francisco Park. 

Although the city grew in the XX century
to the North and South, decentralizing
its core.

The nickname of the citizens is
”Carbayones” due to a famous tree that
was placed nearby the current park.
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In order to build the main axis of the
streets surrounding the park, the
famous carbayon street was cut at the
beginning of 1900
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And from this
urban distribution
a connection to 
the cathedral was
planned



The Cathedral of San Salvador is
surrounded by a number of Patios and 
historical buildings that allow the space
to breathe or oxigenate.

Many of them, filled with trees and that
keep the pavement of several centuries
ago.
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The cluster of the Cathedral has a 
connection to these surrounding plazas 
due to its pavement and the materials
with which it was finished in the XVI 
century.
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OVIEDO vor die XX Jahreshundert



The revitalization of the cluster of the
Cathedral can not be understood
without briefly introducing the history of 
the Cathedral and the city of Oviedo.

Athough history books point out that the
city was founded in the VIII century, 
many recent studies show that its origin
is roman, due to important recent
archeological discoveries.
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Since the Arabic occupation never
reached the region of Asturias, the
cathedral and the city historical
elements were safe for several centuries.

Nonetheless, In year 1936 Spain
suffered its civil war, when many
valuable monuments and architectural
pieces were destroyed
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Some of the most important treasures of the city are 
the preromanic churches of San Miguel de Lillo and 
Santa Maria del Naranco
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OVIEDO in die XX Jahreshundert



In post-war Spain it was established
a plan to restore the valuable
national architectural elements after
the war destruction such as 
monasteries and churches and 
turned many of them into other
uses.

Such is the case of the famous
“Paradores” turned from monasteries
into hotels in the mid-50’s
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Due to lack of money the most 
conventional techniche to 
renovate the limestone was, 
during the second part of the XX 
century the use of ”Sand 
cleaning” of the One example of 
this is The convent of San Pelayo
built in 1590 by Leonardo de la 
Cajiga.

Ph
ot

o:
 C

am
ilo

 B
lan

co



Or of the church of San 
Isidoro, finished in1576 . 

The restoration was so 
aggressive for the stone, 
that in 1587 The school was 
demolished for the 
construction of El Fontán
market annexed to the 
church, thus leaving the 
church as the only witness 
from the previous complex
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DAS BASILIKAKATEDRAL SAN SALVADOR



The original church was built by king Fruela in 
(757) and then built upon by Alfonso II (842).

The current project construction began at the end of 
the 13th century and it was completed in the 
second half of the 16th century.

Romanic and pre-romanic are predominant styles
although the Cathedral is mainly gotich with
baroque and renaissance elements.
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The Tower on the south side of the church was erected
in 1556. The north tower was never completed
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The façade is the work of Juan de Badajoz and 
Pedro de Buyeres. 

The church consists of three naves with side 
chapels, transept and a deambulatory in the 
Renaissance style and a baroque closter. 

In the chapel of King Alfonso "the Chaste", 
there is the Baroque style Royal Pantheon, 
which houses the kings of Asturias lie buried. 
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DIE KLOSTER VON DIE BASILIKAKATEDRAL SAN 
SALVADOR



The closter was built a bit
later than the rest of the
cathedral in the XVII 
century and its last 
reconstruction directed by
Martínez del Río 
Arquitectos und Abásolo in 
year 1980.

Photo: Marcolina Martinez del Rio



The most important part of the revitalization consisted on
getting the stone rid of “the stone illnes” (“mal de la piedra”)

Also, the restoration involved creating canalization for the
water, reforming the central garden, dismantling the
barroque structures that had been damaged and through
time and creating a structural reinforcement of the corridor
ceilings.
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Despite of the common thing to do, it was avoided to use 
the system of spraying with sand to clean the stone, due to 
its agressivity to the baroque and gothic elements.

This technique can be done with massive walls, such as the
fassades beams but never with window elements or
sculptures.

Also the humidity of Oviedo erodes easily the stone and 
this treatments resulted in parallel damages on the
building structures.
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In the case of the restoration of the
Oviedo Cathedral a crowdfunding 
was done by the architects in order
to reach funds to dismantle piece by
piece the wall elements and take
them to artisans in the province to 
clean and repare with modern
techniques

Thus, the project was extended over
more than ten years, despite the fact
it is not a big area.
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Also, the pavements were changed
to those of the surrounding plazas, 
following the Oviedo pavements that
was originally proposed in the XVI 
century.
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Also, a new garden was proposed in 
the centre, made of small crops, as 
the original garden.
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The several awards that the
project received were to the
long-term care of the project and 
the decision of dismantling every
small piece, rather than using
the common techniques in stone
cleaning, plus the effort to get
enough funds for the ambitious
project.
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MARTINEZ DEL RIO

Martínez del Río Arquitectos, Oviedo, wurde 1975 von Frau Prof. Dr. María
Nicolasa Martínez del Río, Professorin für Stadtplanung der Universidad 
Politécnica de Madrid, gegründet und wird heute von Prof. Dr. María Nicolasa
Martínez del Río, Julio González Valentín und Roberto Martínez del Río geleitet. 
Mit mehr als 40 Jahren Erfahrung in der Baubranche hat das Büro mehrere 
internationale und nationale Wettbewerbe in den Bereichen Stadtplanung, 
Wohnungsbau, Gastgewerbe und religiöse Architektur gewonnen, wie das 
Projekt der Botschaft der Ukraine in Madrid, das Rodrigar-Gebäude in Oviedo, 
die katholische Kirche von Trubia, oder die Sanierung des Klosters der 
Kathedrale von Oviedo.

ABASOLO

Andres Abasolo hat sein Büro 1980 als Entwicklungsgesellschaft gegründet und 
beschäftigt heute rund 7 Mitarbeiter. In den letzten Jahren spezialisierte er sich 
auf Premium-Häuser und Siedlungen mit hohem Qualitätsanspruch, auf 
religiöse Architektur und auf städtebauliche Studien und Planungen.
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